Cover、Contents, Colophon by unknown
THE EASTERN 
BUDDHIST
NEW SERIES
Vol. XX No. 2 Autumn 1987
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY
EDITORIAL BOARD
Abe Masao
Ban do Shojun 
Richard DeMartino
Dennis Hirota 
William R. LaFleur
Nagao Gadjin
Nishitani Keiji
Okamura Mihoko
Sato Taira 
Norman Waddell
ADVISORY BOARD
J. W. de Jong, The Australian National University 
Kitanishi Hiromu, Otani University
SECRETARIAL STAFF
Dan Yukie Wayne Shigeto Yokoyama
Contributions, notes, exchanges, business correspondence, and books for review 
should be addressed to The Eastern Buddhist Society, Otani University, Ko- 
yama, Kita-ku, Kyoto 603, Japan. Stamped, addressed envelope (or inter­
national reply coupon) for possible return of manuscripts should be enclosed.
Published twice a year by The Eastern Buddhist Society.
ABROAD
USS 15.00 or equivalent 
USS 7.50 /,
their subscriptions and orders
IN JAPAN
Annual Subscription 3,000 yen
Single copy 1,500 yen
Subscribers in North America should send
for back numbers to Scholars Press, P.O. Box 1608, Decatur, Georgia 30031. 
Checks should be made payable to Scholars Press.
Other payments from abroad should be remitted either by Mail Transfer, 
to Acct. No. 9200182, The Eastern Buddhist Society, and addressed to the 
Mitsubishi Bank Ltd., Shijo Karasuma, Kyoto, Japan, or by Postal Transfer 
(where available), to Acct. No. 4-4161, Kyoto Post Office, Kyoto, Japan.
If payment is made by check or International Money Order (in favor of 
The Eastern Buddhist Society, Otani Univ., Kita-ku, Kyoto), a three dollar 
(US) handling charge will be required.
Payment in Japan should be made by furtkae (postal transfer) to Acct. No. 
4-4161, Kyoto Post Office.
Copyright 1987 by The Eastern Buddhist Society
Kyoto, Japan
All rights reserved. No part of this journal may 
be reproduced or translated in any form, by 
print, photoprint, microfilm or any other means 
without written permission from the publisher.
PRINTED IN JAPAN, KOMIYAMA PRINTING CO., TOKYO
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST
An unsectarian journal devoted to an open and critical study of 
Mahayana Buddhism in all o f its aspects, published by 
The Eastern Buddhist Society 
Otani University, Kyoto
Vol. XX No. 2 NEW SERIES Autumn 1987
CONTENTS
MSyS’s Dream frontispiece
ARTICLES
The Life of the Buddha: An Interpretation,
Nagao G a d j in .............................................................................  1
Towards an Understanding of What Is Inconceivable,
John Ross Carter..............................................................................32
Philosophy, Religion, and Aesthetics in
Nishida and Whitehead, Abe Masao............................................... 53
The Religious Worldview of Nishida Kitard,
Yusa M ic h ik o ...................  63
DIALOGUE
Conversations with D. T. Suzuki....................................................... 77
TRANSLATION
Talks by Hakuin Introductory to Lectures on the
Records of Old Sokkd (3),
Norman W a d d e ll............................................................................ 89
VIEWS & REVIEWS
The Buddha Does Not Know, He Sees, Frederick Franck . . .  100
New Sanskrit Fragments of the Mahayana
MahaparinirvanasQtra in the Stein/Hoemle Collection: A
Preliminary Report,
Matsuda K azunobu........................................................................ 105
From Dialogue to Mutual Transformation:
The Third Buddhist-Christian Theological Encounter,
Reginald Ray.................................................................................... 115
REVIEW ARTICLE
Truth and Method in Ddgen Scholarship:
A Review of Recent Works, Steven H e in e .................................. 128
CONTRIBUTORS
Abe Masao, Visiting Professor, Institute for the Advanced Study of 
Religion, The Divinity School, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 
John Ross Carter, Professor of Philosophy and Religion, Director of 
Chapel House, Colgate University, Hamilton, New York
Frederick Franck, Author, Artist, Warwick, New York
Steven HEINE, Associate Professor, Religious Studies Department, 
Villanova University, Villanova, Pennsylvania
Winston L. King, Former Professor, Colorado State University
Matsuda Kazunobu, Lecturer in Buddhist Studies, Otani University, Kyoto 
Nagao Gadjin, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University; Member, The Japan 
Academy
Reginald Ray, Professor of Buddhist Studies, Naropa Institute; Adjunct 
Professor of Religion, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
YUSA MlCHlKO, Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign Languages, 
Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST
VOLUME XIX, NUMBER 2 (Autumn 1986)
Nishida Kitard, The Logic of Topos and the Religious Worldview (I) 
Abe Masao, The Problem of Death in East and West: Immortality, 
Eternal Life, Unbornness
Rita M. Gross, Buddhism and Feminism: Toward their Mutual 
Transformation
Norman Waddell, Talks by Hakuin Introductory to Lectures on the 
Records of Old SokkO (SokkO-roku kaien fusetsu) (II).
Philip C. Almond, The Medieval West and Buddhism
Frederick Franck, The Mirrors of Mahayana
Langdon Gilkey, Abe Masao’s Zen and Western Thought 
Book Reviews & Notes
VOLUME XX, NUMBER 1 (Spring 1987)
Frithjof Schuon, David, Shankara, HOnen
James Whitehill, Is There a Zen Ethic?
Steve Odin, KenOsis as a Foundation for Buddhist-Christian Dialogue: 
The Kenotic Buddhology of Nishida and Nishitani of the Kyoto 
School in Relation to the Kenotic Christology of Thomas J. J. 
Altizer
Tsukamoto Zenryu, Buddhism and Fine Arts in Kyoto (II)
Nishida Kitard, The Logic of Topos and the Religious Worldview (n ) 
Hisamatsu Shin’ichi, On the Record o f Rinzai (VII)
Signs of Hope, Frederick Franck
Book Reviews & Notes
Annual Subscription: $15.00 or 3,000 yen
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY
OTANI UNIVERSITY
KOYAMA, KITA-KU, KYOTO 603, JAPAN
In U .S.A , and Canada contact
SCH OLARS PRESS, P.O. 1608, Decatur, Georgia 30031
PHILOSOPHY EAST AMD WEST 
A Quarterly of Asian and Comparative Thought 
VOLUME 36, NUMBER 4 OCTOBER 1986
Dharmakirti's refutation of Theism 
Roger Jackson
Greek and Chinese categories: A reexamination of the 
problem of linguistic relativism 
Jean-Paul Reding
Ichikawa's view of the body 
Shigenori Nagatomo
Meaning as merging: The hermeneutics of reinterpreting 
King Lear in the light of the Hsiao-Ching 
Sandra A. Wawrytko
It is more difficult to crush a flower 
George Teschner
Feature review article
Book reviews
Rates: $5.00—single copy; $16.00—year; $30—2 years
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS 
2840 Kolowalu Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
THE MIDDLE WAY
The M iddle Way publishes articles on all aspects of Buddhist theory-and 
practice as well as on ancilliary subjects like Buddhist history, art. mythology 
and so forth. Each issue contains a comprehensive Book Review section. 
Also a roundup of Buddhist Hews from the Society, the United Kingdom and 
the rest of the world. There are Letters to the Editor too. The M iddle Way 
is non partisan -  all schools of Buddhism are equally represented in its pages.
Among the distinguished scholars and writers who have written in The M iddle 
Way in recent years are Christmas Humphreys, Trevor Leggett, Dr. Irmgard 
Schloegl, John Biofeid, the Venerable Sum edho Bhikkhu, Phiroz M ehta, 
Garry Thom son, Philip Eden, Eric Cheetham , Dr. Edward Conze, Sylvia 
Swain, K.R. Norm an, Dr. I.B . H om er, Dhlravamsa, etc. etc.
The M iddle Way is certainly the best way of keeping in touch with what is 
happening in the Buddhist world, it is published quarterly in May, August. 
November and February.
Pries: £1 
per copy:
SUBSCRIPTIONS
UK. £5 pa.
Abroad; £6 pa.
Air Mail: P lO pa.
FOREIGN PAYMENTS
All remittances in Sterling please. 
If foreign currency sent, please 
enclose the equivalent of £2 to 
cover Bank Exchange Charges.
Onlerfivm: THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY
58  Eccloston Square, London SW1V 1PH. U .K . (TeL 01-634 5858)
Monumenta
Nipponica
SO far this year M N has published a wide variety of articles on the D ivine Boy in 
Japanese art, N ishida K i taro’s explanation  
of beauty, Dogen and the Daruma-shu, land 
surveying in the Edo period, the Fujinoki 
Tom b, the hundred-verse renga composed 
by the poet Sogi and his four companions 
in 1468, Z eam i’s theory of acting, and the 
K ingyoku poetry contest in  1304.
I N addition, more than thirty recent books on Japanese culture have been assessed by 
specialist reviewers.
F UTURE issues w ill include studies on two works by M otoori Norinaga, school song 
books, Engelbert K aem pfer’s description of 
Japan, Fujiwara T am eie’s treatise Eiga no 
Itteiy the short stories of Ejima K iseki, and 
Santo K yoden’s share bon. And more book 
review s, of course.
MN is published regularly four times a year, 
and an annual subscription costs ¥4,000.
Monumenta Nipponica 
Sophia University 
7-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 102, Japan

